Pharmacokinetics of single and multiple infusions of 5S intravenous immunoglobulin.
A prospective, open and uncontrolled trial was performed to investigate the pharmacokinetics of a 5S intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG) after single and multiple infusions. Twelve healthy volunteers received a 5S-IVIG enriched in antibodies against Staphylococcus aureus alpha-toxin (aSAT) either as a single infusion or as three infusions in daily intervals. The fate of the injected immunoglobulin was observed by serial measurements of the serum level of aSAT titres. The 5S-IVIG had a half-life with a median of 0.24 (distribution) and 2.0 (terminal) days, respectively. The pharmacokinetic parameters did not differ with dose groups or number of applications. The study medication was well tolerated.